
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Press Release 
 

German and US researchers come together in Silicon Valley to network on 

attractive work models for the future.  

 
Ten German research networks in the international research marketing campaign “The Future of 

Work”, launched by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) in May 2019, 

reached out to partners for joint R&D projects in the area of Work 4.0 at the Transatlantic Sync 

conference held in Silicon Valley from 27 to 29 October 2019.  

 

Mountain View, 31 October 2019  

Some 20 researchers from 11 renowned German universities and research institutes discussed their 

projects and solutions for sustainable working worlds of the future with prominent US experts, 

including Andreas von Bechtolsheim (co-founder of Sun Microsystems), John Hennessy (chair of 

Alphabet) and Prof. Hal Varian (chief economist at Google) at the Transatlantic Sync conference in 

Silicon Valley. “Innovations made in Germany” in these projects include robot suits for older workers 

in industrial manufacturing, open science projects for sustainable development of artificial 

intelligence, and low-risk digitalization strategies for small and medium-sized enterprises. The 

IntWash research project is one of the highly promising projects. It uses artificial intelligence and 

automation to improve efficiency, environmental protection and work safety in commercial laundries 

in the USA, for example with sensor-controlled grippers automatically removing scalpels from dirty 

hospital laundry.  

 

Germany’s involvement in Transatlantic Sync is the second stage of the BMBF’s current international 

research marketing campaign “The Future of Work”, which the DLR Project Management Agency is 

organizing on the ministry’s behalf. The conference offers ten excellent research networks from 

Germany a platform to present their innovative projects abroad and to network with strong partners 

worldwide.  

 

The initiative for the Transatlantic Sync conference came from German junior researchers at Stanford 

University and alumni of the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT). “It’s about how we want to live 

in future and how we want to answer the questions posed by our globalized world about how we 

work. We need a transatlantic alliance of the best and most committed, an intelligent network with a 

focus on quality,” says Esther Legant, head of the transatlantic KIT-LINK network. 

https://www.research-in-germany.org/the-future-of-work/news-and-stories/intwash-article.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visits and discussions with experts and start-up entrepreneurs at the Silicon Valley Robotics Lab on 

30 October and the Virtual Human Interaction Lab at Stanford University on 31 October rounded off 

the trip by the delegation of the ten research networks from Germany. In promoting international 

collaboration in the area of work 4.0, the BMBF wants to give people answers to questions about the 

form their jobs will take in the future when humans and machines will work closer together and 

robots and AI will play an even greater role in our working world. Whether it is in industry, the care 

professions or agriculture: job satisfaction, occupational health and safety and social security in the 

digital world of work are all being addressed just as closely as sustainable digital business models, 

solutions to skilled worker shortages and resource and energy efficiency.  

 

Research in Germany – Land of Ideas 

The “Research in Germany” initiative is a measure of the Federal Government’s Internationalization 

Strategy. The goal is to increase Germany’s international visibility as an attractive place to study and 

engage in research and innovation, and to raise awareness of the ways to access Germany as a 

location for research. The “Future of Work” campaign is run by the DLR Project Management Agency 

on behalf of the BMBF. 

 

DLR Project Management Agency 

The DLR Project Management Agency specializes in providing services that support the promotion of 

research, innovation and education. As one of Germany’s largest project management organizations, 

it supports Federal and Länder ministries in the implementation of research funding programmes and 

also works for the European Commission and various associations and foundations. 

 

Further information: 

Campaign website: www.research-in-germany.org/the-future-of-work  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Research.in.Germany   

Twitter: https://twitter.com/researchgermany   

 

Please contact us if you have questions, are seeking an interview partner or require visual material. 

 

Contact: 

DLR Project Management Agency  

European and International Cooperation 

Natascha Lhoták 

Heinrich-Konen-Str. 5, 53227 Bonn, Germany Phone: +49 228 3821-2063, E-Mail: 

natascha.lhotak@dlr.de  
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